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LIFE OF DANIEL WEBSTER.                          [On. VI

with Mr. Cabot and his friends, who communicated none of their secrets
to either of us. Mr. Gore, and more especially Mr. Maaon and Mr. Web-
ster expressed their dissatisfaction with the meeting of the convention,
and more particularly that they received no information by correspond-
ence from its members. They gave this as a reason for asking information
concerning it, from me.

"Mr. Webster's room was next to Mr. Mason's. They dined at a con-
gressional mess in the same house. Mr. Gore and Mr. King and their
ladies had a private table together, to which they often invited friends.
I heard Mr. Webster several times in the House, not in formal speeches,
but in that very deliberate conversational manner, and with the peculiar
exactness of phraseology, which marked him. as a public debater to tlio
end of his life. He did not fail then, any more than afterward, to com-
mand the attention of the House. The subjects on which he spoke related
to the common course of business, and were not exciting or particularly in-
teresting. I dined repeatedly at the congressional mess, of which he was
one. I met him at Mr. Gore's table and elsewhere. In the mess he was
very amusing, talking gayly, and as if no care rested upon him. Every-
where he was liked as a social companion.

"He was at.this time much occupied with the study of English politics.
Volumes of the 'Annual Eegister,' and the 'Parliamentary Debates>' covered
his table;.' and while I was in Washington he read through Brougham's
' Colonial Policy of the European Powers,'parts of which he praised to
me, while with other portions he was much dissatisfied. When convers-
ing with the other members with whom I constantly saw Mm, he seemed
to me to know more about the details of business before the House than
any of them. I mean that he appeared to know raoro what was to come
up next, or soon, facts which I was anxious to learn."

In the first debate of a general character in which. M.T. "Web-
ster took any part at this session, his position as an opponent
of the Administration and its policy was defined with, so irnzcli
precision, that no vote or action of liis .was, likely to be, as in
fact none was, at the time, misapprehended or misrepresented.
A proposition came before the House at an early period in the
session to grant a new land tax of twice the amount of the last
one. In assigning his reasons for Voting against it, Mr. Web-
ster said that although majorities in legislative bodies some-
times believed it to be in their'power to place dissenting mem-
bers in a situation in which their conduct would be liable to
unfavorable construction, there was rarely any serious difficulty
attending such occasions, "and on the present one there was no
difficulty at all. He did not feel himself under any necessity